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Creative Insecurity 


To flee from insecurity is to miss the whole point of being 
human. It is to miss, at any rate, the whole point of religion, 
and of the Christian faith in particular. Religion at its best is 
never a sedative for nerves. That a religion whose symbol is the 
Cross should be hailed as an antidote for insecurity testifies to 
the seductive power of the current yearning for security. § True, 
most of the time we live as if the purpose of life were to avoid 
suffering. But the problem of life is not, Shall we suffer?—as 
if anyone could be sensitively alive and avoid suffering in his 
own life, or suffering with others in their distress, for which he 
is sometimes to blame! The real problem of life is, For what 
shall we suffer? To this question | believe the Christian faith 
and mature living address themselves. Was it not Jesus who 
defined that creative insecurity which brings not “happiness” 
but blessedness? Peace, for him, was not a flight from inse- 
curity. The peace he offered—"not as the world giveth’’—was 
a peace in which he was able to “set his face toward Jerusalem” 
and be lifted up on a cross. . . . § Only a religion which accepts 
insecurity can destroy evil and purify life. There is a profounder 
religious psychology than most current psychological treatments 
of religion seem to realize. 


—PETER A. BERTOCCI in Religion as Creative Inse- 
curity, just published by Association Press, New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Fresh Look Is Urged for Age-Old Problem 





Modern Warfare 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Current events seem to be forcing many 
to take a fresh look at their tacit support 
of war preparations. I have also been 
giving it some thought, and would appre- 
ciate some help from you and your read- 
ers. Under the feature “Any Questions?” 
in your February 24 issue it was asked: 
“Is war justified in any way in Scrip- 
ture?” Dr. Holmes Rolston and Dr.,Ben 


lanez, 1958). 

I would appreciate any comments from 
you or your readers on this matter. The 
old saying cannot be disputed: “War is 
too important a matter to be left to the 
generals.” Since we are commissioned 
to bear a Christian witness in our time, 
can we simply “turn off the light and go 
to sleep”? 

Henry McKENNIE GOODPASTURF. 


Edinburgh, Scotland. 
NOTE—Mr. 


Goodpasture, a Presby- 


L. Rose set forth the traditional. yeth. %erjan, U. S., minister, is now studying 


thoughtful answers: (1) Though Jesus 
taught us to love, yet at the same time 
Romans 13 sanctions the state its 
police power to curb lawlessne By 
analogy it seems valid for our government 
today “to use force to maintain law and 
order” in the world. (2) Scripture does 
not justify the evil of war, but “‘it no- 
where specifically condemns it.” (3) Fur- 
thermore, war is sometimes the lesser of 
two evils; at those times it becomes more 
immoral not to fight than to do so. 
These arguments may have been valid 


for earlier wars, but I wonder whether 
they are valid justifications for war 
today? 


When Paul referred to the state’s legiti- 
mate use of the “sword” (Rom. 13), did 
he envisage the present-day size of that 
sword? It is hard to believe that he would 
sanction use of our present means of 
force in international conflicts. The de- 
structive and “backlash” power of nuclear 
bombs is appalling to the imagination. 
For defenders to use them on aggressors 
is to annihilate vast numbers of the ag- 
gressors’ people (they will be the “lucky” 
ones) and probably to inflict generations 
of genetic deformity on the defenders and, 
indeed, on the innocent people of con- 
tinents not directly involved. Thus we 
can no longer say, “Give me liberty or 
give me death,” for with modern weapons 
it becomes “Give me liberty or I will kill 
us all.” How can this situation, even if 
partially exaggerated, be justified? 

It seems certain that nuclear weapons 
widely held and openly brandished will 
eventually be used. Future possession of 
them by France and other eager-to-get- 
them nations will only hasten the day, 
Their “deterrent” effect is based on the 
shaky hope that the would-be-aggressors 
are reasonably prudent men who will not 
start any trouble. But does our Christian 
understanding of man’s nature allow us 
to bank so heavily on their prudence? 
Our Lord warned that those who take the 
sword will perish by it. We have shrugged 
this off before, but can we any longer? 

Of course, I am quite aware of the 
conclusions which emerge from a decision 
not to support war. Apart from the per- 
sonal difficulties of the “pacifist” position, 
it means (1) advocating unilateral dis- 
armament, if necessary (both nuclear and 
conventional forces), (2) urging a costly 
policy of non-violent resistance (political 
and economic), and (3) preparing our- 
selves for possible enemy occupation. 
This latter situation is not hopeless in 
contrast to the alternative. “As between 
Britain occupied by the Russian Army 
and Britain as a smoking charnel house, 


the former is the lesser of two great 
evils” (Commander Sir Stephen King- 
Hall, Defence in the Nuclear Age, Gol- 


at the University of Edinburgh. 


New Topic 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Permit me to express my endorsement 
of the letter published on p. 2 of THE 
OvuTLooK issue of March 3, bearing the 
title “Only One Topic.” The other issues 
listed are of high importance, and far too 
little is done about them. Let this need 
constitute a “call” to use your columns 
to promote needed improvement. 

Furthermore, whether you are aware of 
it or not—and I would suppose that you 
are—this agitation pro and con on the 
integration issue is provoking serious and 
truly alarming schism within our church. 
While I could not suggest at all that you 
change sides on the issue, I do believe it is 
wise to recognize the fact that some of 
those on the other side are truly high class 
Christians, and very sincere, however 
wrong they may be in your eyes, in their 
opposition to compulsory integration. Can 
there not be found a policy of Christian 
patience and tolerance which would avoid 
provoking those who differ with you on 
this issue to the point of explosion? 


Arlington, Tenn, Cuas. S. Ramsay. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 
. In regard to the letter, “Only One 
Topic’... Yes! Why don’t you? 

All that space given to the Charlotte 
Presbyterian Bookstore! An editorial on 
any one of the issues mentioned in the 
aforesaid letter would have been of more 
value than what? ... MORE on Presby- 
terian Bookstore! So much space devoted 
to the opening of a bookstore could, in 
my opinion, have been far more construc- 


tively used. Louise Love. 


Louisville, Ky. 


NOTE—In addition to the cover pic- 
tures, we devoted 14 inches of the Mar. 
3 issue to the Charlotte bookstore. Any- 
way, we are interested to see that it is 
another topic that is verboten.—Eds. 

See editorial, page 8. 


N. C. Synod Lags? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Those of us who are interested in fac- 
ing the realities and the facts of the 
higher education program in North Caro- 
lina appreciate very much your interest as 
shown in your March 3 issue. Those who 
would push through this so-called Con- 
solidation program without consideration 
for the masses across the synod would 
have us believe that there are just a very 
few dissenters in Red Springs. I think 
that definite proof that something must 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond 
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be wrong is revealed in the financial tam. 
paign put on across the synod. They get 
out to raise 314 million dollars. They 
had only pledged 2 million, 100 thousand 
dollars. Now 2/3 of the campaign period 
is over and they have cnly raised $653,000, 
The 30-month campaign will have ended 
in October or November, 1958. Laurinburg 
has paid in some $570,000 but the synod 
campaign is terribly weak. 
JOHN L. McLean, 

Lumberton, N. C. 


General Assembly 
Commissioners (U. S.) 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 

Abingdon—(M)* George M. Ogilvie, Pu- 
laski; E. H. Anderson, Haysi; G. A. Wil- 
son, (E)* Curtis Wilson, Bristol; Tom Sim- 
merman, Max Meadows; Scott Warner, 
Cedar Bluff. 

Asheville—(M) James Bruce Frye, Horse 
Shoe; D. P. McGeachy, 3d, Sylva; W. G. 
Thomas, (E) J. Paul Teal, Jr., Asheville: 
Holland McSwain, Murphy; J. F. Dunn, 
Sylva. 

Holston—(M) Taft A. Franklin, Sur- 
goinsville, Tenn.; Lewis H. Lancaster, Jr., 
Richmond, Va.; D. F. Waddell, Jonesboro, 
Tenn.; J. K. Parker, Jr., (E) Dr. Robert 
King, Boone, N. C.; James Zirkle, Jeffer- 
son City, Tenn.; H D. Craddock, Dr. Hyatt 
Brown, Kingsport, Tenn. 

Knoxville—(M) James L. Fowle, Chat- 
tanooga; Sam Wolfe, Farner; D. R. Green- 
hoe, Sweetwater; W. Norman Cook, Rich- 
mond, Va., (E) George Peters, Knoxville; 
Carter Paden, Lookout Mountain; J. H. 
Davenport, Soddy; D. Ned Startzel, Chat- 
tanooga. 

SYNOD OF ARKANSAS 

East Arkansas—(M) Edward A. Lindsey, 
Walnut Ridge; Henry E. Acklen, Forrest 
City; (E) W. W. Waters, Pine Bluff; Wal- 
ter Heard, Newport. 

Ouachita—(M) John R. Hendrick, Aus- 
tin, Texas; George W. Gunn, Arkadelphia; 
(E) Kim Hedrick, Warren; John W. Chi- 
dester, Malvern. 

Washburn—(M) Edwin Walthall, 
rilton; George Pagan, Paris; (E) 
Davies, Little Rock. 


SYNOD OF FLORIDA 

Everglades—(M) Robert E. Fry, Holly- 
wood; B. M. Larson, Coral Gables; James 
Caligan, Leland Edmunds, (E) Jules Vroon, 
William H. Smith, Miami; Thomas A. Cook, 
Ft. Lauderdale; C. F. Robinson, Homestead. 

Florida—(M) D. E. Hamilton, E. A. Eh- 
lers, Pensacola; Oliver Carmichael, (E) 
Mack Humphrey, Dr. Milton Carothers, 
Tallahassee; J, Richard Post, Panama 
City. 

St. Johns—(M) Ridgley L. Hall, Oak- 
land; John A. MacLean, Melbourne; W. B. 
Guerrant, Umatilla; Melvin H. Dillin, (E) 
A. E. Briggs, James Sweat, Orlando; 
Thomas H. Mitchell, Daytona Beach; A. 
M. Stiles, Sebring. 

Suwannee—(M) Manford G. Gutzke, De- 
eatur, Ga.; Jack G. Hand, Albert J. Kiss- 
ling, Russell F. Johnson (E) Charles N. 
Carnes, Jacksonville; Dr. Frank A. Fear- 
ney, Lake City; Jesse Mitchell, Jasper; 
A. E. Taplin, Fernandina Beach. 

Westminster—(M) W. N. Bashaw, Seff- 
ner; Grover Sewell, Jr., Robert E. Ford, 
Sarasota; D. P. McGeachy, Jr., Clearwater; 
Thomas P. Johnston, Dunedin; F. W. Wid- 





Mor- 
Ladd 


mer, Richmond, Va.; (E) J. S. Pamplin, 
Hollis E. Brewer, Bartow; G. D. Arm- 
strong, Bradenton; Arthur Smith, St. Pe- 


tersburg; Sam F. Bissett, Tampa; George 
T. Blakeley, Palmetto. 


SYNOD OF WEST VIRGINIA 

Bluestone—(M) O. C. Landrum, Scarbro; 
William W. Hatcher, (E) J. E. Howard, 
Mt. Hope; Lloyd Feuchtenberger, Jr., Blue- 
field. 

Greenbrier—(M) J. M. Moore, 
burg; R. V. Powell, Jr., (E) C. B. 
Maxwelton; Dr. C. E. Albert, Elkins. d 

Kanawha—(M) Paul B. Long, Belgian 
Congo; Frederick Z. Woodward, St. Al- 
bans; Fred E. Manning, Jr., Charleston; 
Albert J. Conley, Gallie F. King, (E) John 
T. McVay, Roy G. Jenkins, Huntington; 
Dana R. Ervin, East Bank; H. P. Musser, 
Jr., B. A. Leach, Charleston. 


*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 


Lewis- 
Vest, 





. Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
July and August and last week December. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP | 


BINGO was approved in 61 out of 62 
New York communities holding local 
option referenda on the question. .. . / AN 
ORGANIZATION of residents in Redwood 
City, Calif., has protested establishment 
of a $2,800,000 Presbyterian commu- 
nity for aged persons in the Portola Val- 
ley section of San Mateo County... . 
MarRIAGE AND Divorce laws and do- 
mestic conciliation procedures will be re- 
viewed by a joint Wisconsin legislative 
committee. . . . House-tTo-HousE SELL- 
inc of religious material may not be 
banned by local ordinances, according to 
California’s Attorney General Edmund 
G. Brown, supporting Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventist petitions. . . . SENATOR JOSEPH 
S. CLaRK, Jr. (D.-Pa.) has urged Con- 
gress to meet “head on” the problem of 
extending federal aid to private and 
church-related colleges and universities 
so that they can erect buildings for grow- 
ing enrollments. . . . MARTIN NIEMOEL- 
LER, re-elected president of the Evan- 
gelical Church of Hesse and Nassau for 
an eight-year-term, says a divided Ger- 
many makes ‘‘very limited” anything that 
can be done by his church to aid needy 
churches in the Soviet Zone. He is now 
on a visit to Czechoslovakia and Hun- 
gary. . . . A 34-YEAR-OLD EpIscopaL 
CLERGYMAN (Edwin A. Garrett, 3d) of 
Lewisburg, Pa., has inherited $500,000, 
left to him by a great-aunt. He says, “It 
will not change my way of life or manner 
of living.”. . . . Wor~p CouNcIL oF 
CHuRcHES Officials are appealing for 
$50,000 to aid Christians in “the de- 
teriorating situation” in Indonesia. . . . 
AN INVITATION to Evangelist Billy Gra- 
ham to speak at San Francisco State Col- 
lege on Apr. 27 has drawn sharp criticism 
from some students and faculty members. 
Faculty approval had been given with 
a provision that an “educational” topic 
be used and that there be no prayers or 
singing. . . . SENATOR MARGARET CHASE 
SmitH (R.-Me.) has introduced a bill 
to require that all U. S. currency and 
coins carry the inscription “Peace.”. . . 
CotcatE UNIversity has _ received 
$600,000 from an anonymous donor for 
a meditation center. .. . In MINNESOTA, 
according to a recent poll, about one fam- 
ily in every eight (12%) practices tithing. 
... Hor Sprincs, Ark., ministers pro- 
tested a proposed ordinance to tax illegal 
gambling operations, calling it “hypo- 
critical.” They said the city council 
should “enforce the existing laws in- 





Presbyterian, USA 
BRIEF ITEMS 


The Presbyterian, USA, General As- 
sembly will convene in Indianapolis in 
May, 1959. 





The constitution of the new United 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. is 
now available for study. It may be se- 
cured for $1.00 from the office of the 
General Assembly, 510 Witherspoon 
Building, Philadelphia 7. 





Youth activities in the United and 
USA Presbyterian Churches are moving 
toward the nearing merger. Local groups 
are sharing in community projects, joint 
rallies are being held and summer enter- 
prises sponsored by both churches will be 
open to young people of both groups. 





Seminaries of the merged United Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, are expected to 
enroll a minimum of 2,300 students by 
1970—approximately 1,000 more than in 
1956. The church’s membership at that 
time is anticipated at 4,500,000. It is 
estimated that a church of that size will 
need 11,000-12,000 ministers, The sem- 
inary faculty-student ratio is approxi- 
mately 1-9 at the present time. 





Presbyterian, USA, synod leadership 
schools will number 26 during the com- 
ing summer, with approximately 10,000 
expected to enroll. United Presbyterians 
are invited to attend all of these schools. 


Virginia Campaign 
To Seek $2,500,000 


Presbyterians in Virginia will conduct 
a $2,500,000 campaign for Christian 
higher education next fall, with the 
funds to be divided between Hampden- 
Sydney and Mary Baldwin Colleges and 
the Campus Christian Life program on 
other campuses in the state. Bernard FE. 
Bain, head of the Presbyterian Children’s 
Home, Lynchburg, will be the ministerial 
chairman; Dr. W. T. Thompson, Jr., of 
McGuire Veterans Hospital is the chair- 
man for laymen. 





stead.” The proposed action has been 
postponed. . . . METHODIST LEADERS in 
North Carolina have called for changes 
in federal legislation that would permit 
new colleges to obtain federal loans for 
construction before they are in full op- 
eration. 


U.S. G. A.—Charlotte 


Assembly Commissioners 
Are Getting Much “Help” 


Latest efforts in the attempt to influ- 
ence commissioners to the forthcoming 
General Assembly include two mailings 
by the so-called ‘‘Presbyterian Laymen 
for Sound Doctrine and Responsible 
Leadership” in Jackson, Miss. 

The first, mailed Feb, 21, took the 
form of a protest against the action of 
Memphis Presbytery (OuTLOooK,: Feb. 
17) which condemned efforts being made 
in the Memphis area to stir up disloyalty 
to the church and its program (see edi- 
torial, page 8). The letter from Jackson 
calls the Memphis Presbytery action “one 
of the most revealing and ridiculous ac- 
tions ever taken by a court in the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church.” Members of 
the churches of Memphis Presbytery are 
called upon to “rise up in righteous in- 
dignation and condemn this overture and 
action of the presbytery to such an extent 
that nothing like this will ever take place 
within our church again.” 

The second mailing to commissioners 
to the Charlotte Assembly from the 
Jackson address was sent out on March 
11. This letter enclosed two reprints 
from the Southern Presbyterian Journal 
attacking the Council on Christian Rela- 
tions, seeking its abolition and con- 
demning some proposed changes in the 
Book of Church Order as they appeared 
in the early and tentative draft. The final 
form of the proposed changes in the 
Form of Government will appear only in 
the report to be submitted to the General 
Assembly. 

The pamphlets, it is explained, are 
sent along “‘to assist you as commission- 
ers to the Assembly.” 


More of the Same 

From another, but familiar, quarter 
comes a different, but similar, attack that 
is now being circulated by W. H. B. 
Simpson, a layman of Greenville, S. C., 
who has engaged in related activities in 
recent years. 

This action is an attack on the 1957 
General Assembly’s report on “Freedom 
—The Christian Concept” and a request 
to abolish the Council on Christian Re- 
lations and to withdraw from the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. The paper 
is based on a report made by a commit- 
tee of deacons, of which Mr. Simpson 
was a member, appealing to the session 
of the First church of Greenville to en- 
dorse the statement. (next page) 








The General Assembly is accused of 
“the exercise of unauthorized preroga- 
tives and powers . . . under the leader- 
ship of a well-organized pressure group.” 

It declares that many of the large 
Protestant churches of America have been 
influenced by the National Council of 
Churches and it is claimed that the 
Southern Presbyterian Church has de- 
parted from its basic principles ‘‘after 
bearing a consistent testimony to these 
principles, almost alone among the 
churches of the world.” 

It is recommended that the treasurer 
of the Greenville church be directed to 
withhold any benevolences for the Board 
of Church Extension “until such time as 
the Assembly may see fit to abolish the 
Council on Christian Relations.” (See 
below). 


Grants of $300,000 Are 
Made by Church Extension 


With requests for $807,000 to help 
125 Home Missions and Negro Work 
projects in 52 presbyteries, the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Board of Church Extension 
recently approved contributions of $300,- 
000, with the largest single contribution 
($10,000) going to a Latin-American 
work in Austin, Texas—the El Buen 
Pastor church. 

In its evangelism report, the Board 
took note of “the superficial manner in 
which many new members are now being 
received into the church” and called upon 
the General Assembly to “impress upon 
ministers and sessions their responsibility 
for the preparation of new members 
through communicant classes and for a 
more thorough examination of those who 
unite with the church as to their faith 
and understanding of the Christian life.” 

The Board authorized a policy of car- 
ing for the expenses of those involved in 
itineration during Church Extension sea- 
sons with the provision that congrega- 
tions care for entertainment and trans- 
portation to the next engagement, and 
that money received by speakers in such 
itineration shall be applied to travel ex- 
penses or remitted to the Board. 


Atlanta Center 

Plans looking toward construction of 
a new headquarters building at the At- 
lanta Presbyterian Center were discussed 
and the Board agreed to name a director 
of the proposed new corporation if or 
when the General Assembly approves the 
venture. It expressed its conviction “that 
an adequate office building is needed (at 
the center) as soon as it can be soundly 
financed” and it expressed its “‘willing- 
ness to cooperate to that end with all 
other Assembly agencies represented in 
the Presbyterian Center.” 

A $3,000 contribution was voted to the 
John M. Alexander Memorial Fund now 
being raised in the Protestant Radio and 
Television Center. 
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Appreciation was expressed to Stand- 
ard House, Inc., for furnishing house 
plans free of charge for the erection of 
manses. 

In response to an inquiry from Guer- 
rant (Ky.) Presbytery the Board agreed 
“in principle to the leasing of the Stuart 
Robinson property for the establishment 
of an independent Christian school.” No 
private school can be operated there, how- 
ever, until after July 1, 1960, unless the 
Letcher County school board agrees to 
it, for it is now using the property. The 
Board will “not grant funds to the pro- 
posed independent school or assume any 
financial obligation therefor.” Stuart 
Robinson was operated as a home mis- 
sion mountain school for many years 
until recent years. 


Christian Relations Response 

The Board responded to a communica- 
tion from Central Mississippi Presbytery 
that corresponds to several other such 
efforts being made. The Central Mis- 
sissippi paper and others threaten to 
withhold funds from the Board of Church 
Extension’s program until, or unless, the 
Council on Christian Relations is dis- 
solved. 

The Church Extension Board replied: 

“The Board of Church Extension does 
not appoint the Council on Christian Re- 
lations or have any authority to review 
its reports since they are made directly 
to the General Assembly and acted upon 
by that body. 

“This Board pays expenses of the Coun- 
cil on Christian Relations and distributes 
its report upon direct orders of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

“The Board expresses a hope that the 
Presbytery of Central Mississippi may 
communicate the above facts to the 
churches on its roll who have cut off sup- 
port to this agency of the Assembly and 
remind them that by such action they 
have penalized the denominational pro- 
gram of Evangelism and Home Missions 
which it is felt they did not intend to do. 

“The Board assure(s) this presbytery 
of a sincere desire to do the will of God 
in these unsettled times and ask(s) the 
brethren to pray that divine guidance may 
be given the Board and the church to 
which all concerned in this communica- 
tion belong.” 


A protest was lodged with proper of- 
ficials expressing concern at action taken 
by the U. S. Air Force in dismissing all 
Protestant chaplains in their recent cut- 
backs of chaplains. 


Agencies Report Receipts 
For First Two Months 


Receipts for two months of the church 
year by Presbyterian, U. S., agencies are 
reported through Feb. 28 as follows: 

ANNUITIES AND RELIEF (Atlanta), $75,- 
919; percentage of the 1958 budget, 14%. 

CHRISTIAN EpucatTion (Richmond), $29,- 
606; 4%. 

CHURCH EXTENSION (Atlanta), $88,967; 
4.5%. 

GENERAL Funp (Atlanta), $49,773; 4.4%; 
Interchurch Agencies, $1,451; 5%. 

Woritp Missions (Nashville), $247,005; 
5.4%. 


USA Men—Chicago 


Brucker Justifies Use 
Of Nuclear Weapons 


CHICAGO (RNS) — Secretary of the 
Army Wilber M. Brucker told some 
3,000 Presbyterian laymen here that it 
is not “un-Christian” for this country 
to arm itself with “the awful power of 
missiles and nuclear weapons” in defense 
against Godless Russia. 

Addressing the 10th annual meeting 
of the National Council of Presbyterian 
Men, he said that “Christianity has never 
required that civilization should be cru- 
cified by its enemies while its friends are 
immobilized and silent.” 

“We would be derelict in the discharge 
of our responsibilities as Christian citi- 
zens if we failed to use wisely all power 
available to us to stay the hand of the 
aggressor, and help to fashion a better 
world in which peace and justice shall 
ultimately reign,” he declared. 

But the Army chief warned that this 
country cannot place her faith in armor 
alone. 

“Not for one moment do I conceive that 
in our great military strength lies the real 
salvation of our nation and the free 
world,” he said. “In the final analysis, 
it is the power and grace of the whole 
armor of God to which we rightfully and 
confidently entrust our future.” 

Calling on Russia to lift its Iron Cur- 
tain, Mr. Brucker said that as long as 
the Soviets remain “a Godless nation and 
refuse to give the Russian people a fair 
chance to embrace Christian concepts, 
America will continue to be misunder- 
stood and genuine peace will be difficult 
if not impossible.” 


UPs Attended 

The council is the laymen’s organiza- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church, USA. 
Attending the meeting for the first time 
were laymen from the United Presby- 
terian Church of North America. The 
two denominations will merge May 28 
to form the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America. 

Charles T. Leber, general secretary of 
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, called on the laymen to enter into 
the present world crisis with the courage 
of their Christian convictions to make 
their influence felt individually and col- 
lectively. 

“The conflict in which we are placed 
between the forces of Christ and the anti- 
Christ in the world requires the serious 
thought and full participation of the 
laity and young people not only in the 
work of the Church itself, but in their 
testimony in business, social, cultural 
and political affairs,” he said. 

Lloyd M. Collins, Lakeville, Mich., 
vice president and general manager of 
Schroeder Machine Co., Detroit, was 
elected president. He succeeds Clarence 
McGuire of Kansas City, Mo. 
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@ Signers are asked to clarify the issue 


Did POAU Propose a Religious Test? 


OMAN CATHOLIC publications 
R recently gave prominence to the res- 
ignation of a staff member of POAU— 
Protestants and Other Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State. 

Stanley Lichtenstein announced his 
resignation as director of research and 
publicity, after nine years, saying he did 
so because “I believe that its present 
course . . . actually tends to undermine 
the constitutional principle which the or- 
ganization professes to uphold.” 

It was claimed that the immediate 
cause of the resignation was POAU’s 
recent call for “particular scrutiny” by 
voters of Roman Catholics who may be 
candidates for the presidency. POAU 
suggested a series of “Questions for a 
Catholic Candidate” in its “Ten-Year 
Balance Sheet of the Struggle for 
Church-State Separation.’ He said the 
questions violate the U. S. Constitution’s 
provision that no man must submit to a 
test on religion to gain public office. 

The questions are as follows: 


‘1. The Canon Law of your church 
(Canon 1374*) directs all American Cath- 
olic parents to boycott our public schools 
unless they receive special permission 
from their bishops. Do you personally 
approve or disapprove of this boycott 
rule? 


“2. The bishops of your church, in an 
official statement in November, 1948, have 
denounced the Supreme Court’s interpre- 
tation of the religion clause of the First 
Amendment and have urged that the Con- 
stitution actually permits the distribution 
of public money on an equitable basis to 
sectarian schools and other sectarian in- 
stitutions. At present the Catholic press 
and ranking prelates are promoting a plan 
—see United States New and World Re- 
port, Oct. 25, 1957—for security grants of 
Federal money to parents to cover the 
costs of parochial school tuition by laws 
which would parallel the G. I. educational 
bills. What is your personal attitude 
toward your bishop’s interpretation of the 
Constitution, and toward the new plan for 
financing parochial schools? 

“3. Many nations recognize your church 
as both a church and a state, and send 
official ambassadors to the Holy See. If 
you became president, what would be your 
policy concerning the appointment of an 
American ambassador gr a personal repre- 
sentative to the Vatican? 

“We also believe that non-Catholic can- 
didates for public office on the national 
and local levels, should be carefully 
quizzed whenever thy reveal any inclina- 
tion to favor legislation which would 
grant public money to sectarian enter- 
prises, or which would otherwise threaten 





*Canon 1374 reads: “Catholic children 
may not attend non-Catholic, neutral or 
mixed schools, that is, those which are 
open also to non-Catholics, and it pertains 
exclusively to the Ordinary of the place to 
decide, in accordance with instructions of 
the Holy See, under what circumstances 
and with what precautions against the 
danger of perversion, attendance at such 
schools may be tolerated.” 
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our traditional policy of church-state sep- 
aration.” 


Some of the signers of this POAU 
statement were queried by THE PREsSBy- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK in regard to their un- 
derstanding of the constitutional provi- 
sion, Article VI, Section 3, declaring that 
“no religious test shall ever be required 
as a qualification to any office or public 
trust under the United States.” They 
were asked: “In what way does the chal- 
lenge to Catholic candidates differ from 
this test ?” 


Morrison Comment 


Charles Clayton Morrison, former edi- 
tor of The Christian Century, replied: 


“The principle of ‘no religious test for 
public office’ applies to the induction of a 
duly elected or duly appointed person to 
public office. It does not apply and cannot 
be made to apply to limit the citizens’ 
freedom in the exercise of his suffrage. 
One voter is absolutely free to determine 
his vote by whatever consideration ap- 
peals to him, including his religious be- 
liefs or prejudices. 

“When, however, the people have elected 
a man for any public office, his right to 
be inducted into the office may not be 
challenged on the ground of his religious 
affiliations or convictions. 

“The same principle holds with regard 
to an executive appointment. The legis- 
lative branch may not apply to a religious 
test as a bar to his confirmation. 

“In the case of the appointment of an 
ambassador to the Vatican, the appoint- 
ment itself is unconstitutional under the 
First Amendment. It is the violation of 
the principle of separation of church and 
state. The ban on a religious test is not 
involved here.” 


Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 
replied: 


“There is no contradiction. It is not to 
apply a religious test to ask a candidate 
for public office what his attitude is upon 
matters of national and international in- 
terest, even though the question is di- 
rected to actions that a church may call 
ecclesiastical, but which in effect are 
political.” 


Southern Baptist 


Baptist pastor, Louie B. Newton, 
Druid Hills Church, Atlanta, replied: 


“POAU’s suggested questions do not con- 
stitute a test for religious office with only 
a set of questions which are concerned 
with the desire of the voter to know the 
opinions of the candidate. We have never 
suggested that any Catholic, Protestant, 
Jew or atheist be excluded from any office 
in the United States because of his re- 
ligious affiliation or opinions. We ex- 
pressly pointed out in our leaflet that we 
do not favor a blanket boycott of Catholic 
candidates. 

“The prohibition against the test for 
public office in Article VI of the Consti- 
tution applies to the right of an American 
citizen to be an office-holder, We have al- 
ways been opposed to such a test being 





used for any candidate. Many of our 
members, I am sure, would be willing to 
vote for a Catholic for public office if he 
answered satisfactorily the basic ques- 
tions concerning social policy which we 
have drawn up.... 

“POAU was very careful to include 
many precautionary phrases to show that 
we are not opposing Catholics as Catho- 
lics, but only proposing to submit them 
to a searching scrutiny of their attitude 
on certain vital social policies.” 


Executive Reaction 


Glenn L. Archer, executive director of 
POAU replied as follows: 


“In the first place the Constitution pro- 
hibits the government from applying a 
religious test. The rule does not preclude 
a citizen from asking a candidate how he 
may stand on any issue. When and if a 
church takes a position in the legal and 
political areas, particularly when these 
positions are contrary to the tradition 
and law of the nation, the Constitution is 
not violated when one citizen asks a can- 
didate whether he favors his church’s po- 
sition or the law of the country. 

“POAU’s suggested questions for Catho- 
lic candidates do not constitute a test for 
office, but only an inquiry as to the candi- 
date’s position on legal and political 
issues. .. 

“The Jesuits came into Washington and 
announced that they favored public sup- 
port ‘across the board.’ We do not regard 
their desire and demand as a religious 
issue. We thing it quite proper to ask a 
candidate how he stands with respect to 
the Jesuits’ demands. 

“Unless we can untangle these issues 
and deal with them as legal and political 
questions, I fear that this country is going 
to wind up like Spain. Some of our com- 
munities now are perilously close to what 
I found in Spain in 1954. 

“T have before me a letter fram one of 
our leaders, a Congregational minister, in 
Augusta, Maine, who relates that his 
parsonage was stoned and his boy beaten 
up twice at school—all because of the 
minister’s stand against the use of public 
taxes for the Roman Catholic institutions. 

“The Roman Catholic church is in an 
all-out drive for public taxes for its var- 
ious institutions. This drive is in line 
with its philosophical outlook. From 
where I sit it appears that somebody ought 
to ask a few questions. This we tried to 
do in an objective manner.” 


NOTE—The ‘’Ten-Year Balance Sheet’’ 
may be secured at POAU headquarters, 1633 


Mass. Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C., at 
5¢ per copy. 


Cut Out Minstrels 


Lynn, Mass. (RNS)—An end to min- 
strel shows was urged by the Greater 
Lynn Ministerial Fellowship, which said 
they characterize ‘““Negroes in such a way 
as to perpetuate a derogatory stereotype.” 

In a statement, the fellowship said 
“we want to make it clear that we are 
opposed to all forms of entertainment 
which make light of any man’s race, 
color or creed.” 











Stout Resistance Is Shown 
Before Mississippi Pressures 


Durant, Miss., and Holmes County, 
which were in the news in 1955 because 
of pressures forcing a minister, a doctor 
and an associate to move, is in the spot- 
light again. 

The earlier activities involved the race 
issue, but more deeply concerned efforts 
to safeguard individual liberties. The 
minister (Marsh M. Callaway) was com- 
pelled to leave after standing up in a 
public meeting to defend Dr. David Min- 
ter and A. E. Cox against what he felt 
to be unjust charges. Minter and Cox 
later moved away too. 

Now leading men of the Methodist 
Church in Durant have cancelled a re- 
vival meeting because the district super- 
intendent, J. Noel Hinson, of Sardis, who 
was to have done the preaching, wrote a 
letter to the president of Millsaps College 
of Jackson, a Methodist institution, con- 
gratulating him on “giving our children 
an opportunity to get a Christian view of 
race relations.” 

Student Forum 

A white professor at nearby Tougaloo 
College, a church-owned Negro school, 
spoke at a student-sponsored forum at 
Millsaps attended by 16 students. Then 
30 Millsaps students attended a forum 
on race relations at Tougaloo where, it 
is pointed out, seating was on a segre- 
gated basis. Following these exchanges 
the president of the White Citizens Coun- 
cil wrote President Ellis Finger of Mill- 
saps demanding that he state firmly and 
publicly whether he was for or against 
segregation and that he make known the 
views of every member of the faculty on 
the same question. He was also called 
upon to appear on a Citizens Council 
television program. 

Dr. Finger refused the demands, say- 
ing that Millsaps would not “bow to pres- 
sure groups” and that he was answerable 
only to the board of trustees of the col- 
lege. He told faculty members and stu- 
dents that “the real question is not 
segregation or desegregation, but free- 
dom of speech—also the question of who 
is running Millsaps College and who is 
running the Methodist Church.” 

When Mr. Hinson wrote President 
Finger, with a copy of the letter going 
to the Jackson Daily News, the Durant 
Methodist men took prompt action and 
wrote Mr. Hinson saying that they had 
“anticipated an inspiration revival with 
you as guest preacher,” but that the letter 
he had written “disagrees so completely 
with our belief in Christian ideals and 
principles, we feel that it is best to can- 
cel your engagement for this revival.” 

News accounts are careful to point out 
that neither Mr. Hinson nor President 
Finger has ever advocated racial integra- 
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tion. Commenting on the incident, Mr. 
Hinson said that “if we continue to lose 
our freedoms a little at a time freedom 
of speech can be lost entirely.” 


Newspaper Support 

Meanwhile, as she had done in the 
earlier incidents involving Callaway, 
Minter and Cox, Hazel Brannon Smith, 
editor of the Durant News, took a vig- 
orous stand in support of President Fin- 
saying that “all freedom-loving 
Mississippians will rejoice” in the dec- 
laration that the college “will not bow 
to pressure groups and that academic 
freedom will be maintained at this fine 
Methodist institution. ... 


“The issue involved is simply that of 
academic freedom and freedom of speech 
—-without which a free people cannot 
survive. ... 

“The time has come when Mississip- 
pians must start thinking for themselves 
—and not become intimidated by every 
new scare headline—or by efforts of any 
organization to control their thoughts. 

“Mississippi cannot progress in any di- 
rection—either economically, culturally, 
educationally, politically or socially if we 
continue to let the bugaboo of race enter 
into and scare us to death on every matter 
that arises. ... 

“If we continue to smear and persecute 
as ‘integrationist’ every person who 
speaks out against racial injustice and 
rank discrimination, particularly those 
persons of goodwill who try to do any- 
thing constructive about our problems, 
then we are not only asking, but prac- 
tically demanding litigation in the courts 
that will bring chaos, friction, bitterness 
and hate. Such litigation will ultimately 
strike down legal segregation in Missis- 
sippi, just as it has everywhere else— 
and we will have only ourselves (and the 
pressure groups) to blame for it. 

“If the majority of white and colored 
Mississippians prefer segregation, as we 
believe they do, then they will continue 
to voluntarily segregate themselves 
through personal choice, regardless of 
what the courts may rule. 

“So we see no need for this constant 
state of fear and panic when the question 
of racial relations arises as it so often 
does. 

“In the meantime, with constant agita- 
tion, as in the Millsaps case, we are fast 
losing that vast reservoir of friendship 
and goodwill that we have enjoyed for so 
long from the moderate leadership of the 
Negro race in Mississippi—because too 
few of our white people in places of re- 
sponsibility will speak out and stand out 
for what is right. 

“Why? 

“Because they are afraid. 

“Afraid of what? 

“Economic reprisal and boycott if they 
are in business, loss of jobs, pulpits, ad- 
vertising and political jobs if they don’t 
conform, loss of friends and social stand- 
ing. 

“This sort of thing can happen in God- 
less Russia where Christianity is frowned 
upon and the individual counts for noth- 
ing—a mere slave of the state who does 
what he is told without question. 


ger, 


“But in America, the land of the free 
and the home of the brave? 

“In Mississippi, the heart of the Bible 
belt?” 


U.S. G. A.—Charlotte 


Problems of United and 
Federated Churches Studied 


Efforts are being made to iron out dif- 
ficulties that arise in working agreements 
between Presbyterian churches from dif- 
ferent denominations in overlapping 
areas. An ad interim committee with 
Olof M. Anderson, of Louisville, Ky,, 
as chairman, has had this assignment 
for several years and will make recom- 
mendations to the Charlotte Assembly, 

Where churches overlap in jurisdic- 
tion, the committee says, the preferable 
way to deal with the situation is neither 
in a federated church or a_ so-called 
union, or united, congregation, but rather 
through comity arrangements between 
the concerned presbyteries and synods, 
for one presbytery to take primary re- 
sponsibility with the agreement of the 
other. 

Presbyteries are enjoined not to re- 
ceive a congregation from the other de- 
nomination unless it has been regularly 
dismissed by the presbytery of jurisdic- 
tion. A committee should determine the 
value of the property involved. The 
stated clerks of the respective Assemblies 
are to record all sums and balances so 
reported from these transfers, with the 
understanding that at the end of ten 
years from the effective date of the agree- 
ment, a full accounting shall be made 
between the two churches, with the church 
in debt to the other at that time paying 
the balance due without interest, 

At the end of each ten-year period the 
Assemblies would enter into a new agree- 
ment. 

In line with its original instruction, 
the committee is also recommending an 
additional chapter to the form of gov- 
ernment of the Book of Church Order 
concerning union churches that come 
about as a result of the merger of con- 
gregations. It also offers a model plan 
of federation where this procedure is 
followed. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U.S., USA, AR and 
United Presbyterians 





EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

Daytona Beach, Fla., Highlands ch, 370 
mbs; 1 svs; sand, sea, surf attractions; 4 
Sundays, Aug. 10-31; prefer vacation area. 


east of Rockies: manse excg. Edw. R. 
Rowley, Jr., Box 1669, Daytona Beach, 


Fla. 

Charlotte, N. C., West Ave. Ch, 500 mbs; 
air-conditioned ch; 2 Sun. svs; 4 Aug. Sun- 
days; manse excg (4 bedrooms here). Jas- 
E. Ratchford, 201 Irwin Ave., Charlotte, 
N.C 


Laurel, Va., ch; 158 mbs; near Richmond; 
7 mi. Union Seminary. Manse excg. Good 
swimming a requisite. Raymond P. Sharp, 
Laurel, Va. 
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Here is a new quiz—interesting and sociable, to 16. T F The duties of the Minister, according to the Book of 
be given as part of your next Circle or Men’s program Church Order, include the oversight and care of 
(or general meeting). Order free copies for each mem- church property, including the opening, closing, light- 
ber at once from The Presbyterian Outlook. Chairman - ne sr 7 Oe CES Ter Seen SER, Ge 
ee | i ; ; all mimeographing. 
d should distribute and allow 10 minutes for completion. 17. T FA church’s Vocational Aide is one who assists mem- 
dif- 1. The local organization for Presbyterian women is called __ bers with their daily work. 
ents ; For Presbyterian men 18. T F_ Presbyterian, U. S., Book of Church Order forbids 
dif. ; Names of our presidents dancing, both square and bop. 
in are Women: - Men: 19. T F Among Protestants, the world Presbyterian population 
a 2. Name of my Presbytery. is second only to the Lutherans. 
Ky Synod 20. T F_ All Presbyterian, U. S., Boards and agencies annually 
9 : make known to the church-at-large the salaries paid 
nent 3. The year our (local) church was organized etichetn eek cell Gamaeaeal 
om- 4. The Executive Secretary of the Presbyterian, U.S., Board of co bs Caen ; ; 
lv Women’s Work is (check one): ( ) Mrs. Murdoch McLeod: ai. T F Be. Foreman s footnotes to the Circle Bible Study are 
9 ( ) Mrs. Leighton McCutchen; ( ) Miss Janie McGaughey; carried each month in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 
; “a ( ) Miss Bettie Currie; ( ) Miss Bee Lewis. 22. T F The minister has complete charge of what is done in 
5. The one and only approved method of contributing money worship. 
ther in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. is as follows (check one): , : 
illed ( ) Pancake fries; ( ) Bake sales; ( ) Bingo games; ( ) 23. T F poms eet, Se ot ge Greek, Hebrew and Spanish 
ther Raffles; ( ) Rummage sales; ( ) Gifts and tithes; ( ) — ‘ 
on Selling extract. 24. T F Deacons cannot increase or decrease a pastor's salary. 
wee 6. Every dollar used in our Presbyterian Share-Our-Surplus Pro- 25. TF The Session cannot direct a pastor’s work—or give 

* gram last year provided more than (check one): (  ) 2 Ibs.; : him a vacation. 

, Fe ( )5 Ibs; ( ) 10 Ibs.; ( ) 50 Ibs.; ( ) 300 Ibs. of food. ‘na 

the This is equal to (check one): ( ) twice; ( ) four times; 26. T F_ The four disciples of Jesus who were fishermen were 
( ) thirteen times what CARE promises to do in its adver- Peter, James, John and Bartholomew. 

it tising. 27. TF God pronounced a curse on Ham, a son of Noah, 

> de 7. There is now being advertised in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK thus condemning all Negroes to servitude. 

r and other Church Papers a campaign to urge Presbyterians ‘ ’ ‘ ; 
larly to make bequests to (check one): (  ) Presbyterian Colleges; = % sal a ees “College Pe ae 
“4 ee Presbyterian Orphans available from The Presbyterian Outlook office, be 
e the 3 . . : : 

. given to every young person of high school age in 
The 8. a < = er a ( —— the local church by the local church men’s group.”’ 
. in t be S nite resbyterian urch; : 
iblies adininaien Seaman wm the U. S.: ( yeti Reformed 29. April 20-27 has been declared Church Paper Week by the 
aed Presbyterian Church; ( ) Cumberland Presbyterian Church. (check one): (  ) General Assembly; ( ) Pope; ( ) Presi- 
1 the 9. Th sce oie Ciena ta dual ited dent of U. S. A. (At this time, celebrating Church Paper 
. Oe Oe Ee ee ee ee ee Week, The Presbyterian Outlook has a very special offer 
f ten as one church until the (check one): ( ) Civil War; ( ) for you (see coupon below).) 
gree- World War |; ( ) Spanish-American War. : 
made 10. There are Boards of the General Assembly. 30. In the Presbyterian Church, a free Church Paper that fulfills 
. h Th ie tien ae its functions should more nearly approximate which of the 
nurc ey are the Boards o following (check one): ( ) Historical foundation review; 
aying ( ) Newspaper; ( ) Official Congressional Directory. 
11. My denomination cooperates with other Christians through 
xl the the (check one or both): ( ) National Council of Churches; BONUS QUESTION— 
igree- ( ) World Council of Churches. 31. The following papers are considered by the Assembly as 


weekly church papers in the April campaign for new subscrip- 


True or False (Circle one): tions (True or False?) Score 10 points if all parts are an- 
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ction, 12. T F Woodrow Wilson’s father and uncle were once editors swered correctly; otherwise, 0. 
ng an of ancestor papers of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. T F Presbyterian Outlook T F Onward 
es 13. T F THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK specializes in WHAT T F DaybyD T F Sur 
Ov- be = . as y by Vay urvey 
8 is happening in the Presbyterian Church—and WHY. anendiidiaeen tie 
Order 14. TF Presbyterian Churches are free to carry on religious pag ¥ 
come activities in all predominantly Roman Catholic coun- YOUR SCORE ___ Ss FsFSs«‘“(YYous gett: 5 POINTS ff cocorrecttly 
F con- tries without restrictions and without abuse. answering all parts of a question, except in the case of True and 
plan 15. T F Women are now admitted to Presbyterian, U. S., The- False question. Count 2 POINTS for each correct True-False 
P « ological Seminaries. question, except Bonus Question, see above. Perfect score: 109.) 
ire 1s 
Bree a A a a a a 
This, now, is ‘important and desirable”’ Detach and give to Chairman Don’t check your score UNTIL you 
——— ; answer all the questions. Answers are 
| on page 10, 
| 100-109—Angels 
—" City Zone State ' 75-100—The Elect 
' 50- 75—Moderators 
- Church Presbyterian ! 25- 50—If you are in this category or 
ch, hor above you must be a regular Outlook 
ge 1 ( ) am; ( ) am not a subscriber to THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK at the present time. reader or have access to a neighbor's 
iw. R. 1. Please enter my renewal for one year from present expiration date. ( ) $5 herewith. ! copy from time to time. 
Beach, ( ) Bill me. O- 25—You need The Outlook. Don’t 
_ > aes ee . = wait—wire your subscription before 
4 = 2. Please enter my new subscription at the special introductory rate of only $1 for 18 issues Class Paneer Week: ic weer, 
). Jas. ( ) Cash herewith; or ( ) | will hand $1 to my Chairman before subscriptions are mailed , 
arlotte, to The Outlook. (Please note that this special offer expires on May 25, 1958.) All subscrip- | WHATEVER YOUR SCORE . . . you'll 
tions should be sent to: be a better informed church member 
d; , 
pment ' when you are a regular reader of The 
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EDITORIAL 


The Right to Dissent 


We find ourselves so out of sympathy 
with the groups meeting recently in 
Memphis, Tenn., and Jackson, Miss., 
that it is not entirely comfortable to stand 
with them on any point. They have pur- 
sued an inexcusable course of undermin- 
ing confidence in the church’s program 
and the integrity of its leadership; they 
have sought to weaken the church’s wit- 
ness in vital areas in a day of critical 
need; they have misunderstood the 
church’s mission and they have used 
pressures which Christian individuals or 
groups should not tolerate. We could 
hardly disagree with their objectives 
more thoroughly than we do. 

We think they have violated the canons 
of propriety and good taste, not to speak 
of their solemn obligations as church- 
men, and they have brought upon them- 
selves the adverse criticism which they 
now protest. 

But, we do not competely agree with 
the chastisement inflicted upon them by 
Memphis Presbytery’s 51-31 vote of cen- 
sure (OuTLOOK, Feb. 17). 

We can well understand how these 
loyal Memphis churchmen of the presby- 
tery felt in the midst of the maneuvers 
of a group they regard as disloyal to their 
church. We can understand their reac- 
tion to efforts in their own community to 
cause churchmen to withdraw their sup- 
port from their church and pastors and 
joint the dissidents. The presbytery had 
a perfect right to protest this sort of thing 
as it did. 

In its zeal, however, it may have gone 
too far. If the restrictions which it listed 
should be imposed, then we would have 
totalitarianism, and individual dissent 
would be stifled. Of course, individuals 
and groups have a right to voice their 
disapproval and to have others join them 
in such disapproval. This sort of thing 
works both ways. There have been times 
when the climate of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church as expressed in Assembly 














actions was non-cooperative and _ isola- 
tionist. Those were times when individ- 
uals and groups let it be known that they 
were unhappy and longed for a better 
day. But, of course, the Memphis resolu- 
tion is right in calling for the actions to 
be taken within the structure of the 
church courts, When, for example, the 
return was made to the Federal Council 
of Churches in the early 1930s it was a 
rugged Memphis leader who was Moder- 
ator of the General Assembly. He or- 
ganized the Assembly by naming the 
standing committee chairmen and he 
guided its deliberations. That Assembly 
was in many respects a water-shed be- 
cause from that time on the cooperative 
program of the Assembly has steadily 
developed and opposition to inter-denom- 
inational activities, though sometimes 
noisy, has diminished. 

The Assembly has no power to tell 
any individual, or even groups, that they 
cannot speak, write letters, circulate ma- 
terials or hold meetings of any character 
or description. It does have a right to 
insist that all shall be done within a 
framework of loyalty. Men who have 
taken ordination vows and have accepted 
the church’s constitutional processes can 
rightly be expected to adhere to them. 
However, the Assembly’s repeated dec- 
larations against circularizing are clearly 
ineffective and impossible. Any man can 
write a letter to voice his concern, he 
can write two letters or ten or 50 or 500. 
Our democratic ideals will not allow in- 
terference with this freedom. Further- 
more, we could not even imagine allow- 
ing ourselves to be put in a situation 
where we could not make our individual 
or group protest. 

If these groups now at work in the 
church are guilty of violations of their 
ordination vows, then they should be 
dealt with on that basis, but not on some 
basis that would seek to deny the funda- 
mentals like freedom of assembly, or of 
speech, or of the press. 


One Topic? 


We cannot help wondering if our cor- 
respondents (see page 2) who have writ- 
ten in support of abolishing our reports 
of, or emphasis upon, current racial mat- 
ters have considered the alternatives. We 
cannot believe they have. 

For one thing, we would not accept 
the charge which they make or repeat, 
that we have only ‘one topic.” There 
is a very good way to check upon the 
validity of the charge and that is to tabu- 
late the topics that have been discussed 
and reported in these columns for the 
past three or six months, or for any given 
period. Such a tabulation as is here 
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suggested, we think, would surprise any 
reader who feels that we have only a 
limited concern for the Christianizing of 
the social order. 

If our readers feel that we have printed 
a great deal about race relations in any 
given period, the answer is that we have, 
but so have the daily newspapers and s0 
has any other medium of information 
and discussion that seeks to play fair 
with its readers in these times. However, 
anyone who criticizes us for this should 
be assured that we have printed only a 
fraction of the articles or reports on the 
race issue that have come to us. 

The suggestion of our first correspond- 
ent in this issue implying that we lack 
patience and tolerance and that we do 
not recognize the Christian quality of 
many people who differ with us on the 
race issue is a cause for concern. Nothing 
we have ever said or intended to say 
should justify such a conclusion. Be- 
cause we know and esteem highly many 
people who differ with us, we could not 
rightly be described as this letter de- 
scribes us. Furthermore, we could not 
help being aware of the deep roots of the 
problem and of the time involved in any 
fundamental social change. (Could it 
be that occasional readers do not dis- 
criminate between the comments of some 
of those reported in the news columns and 
our position or that we are held respon- 
sible for the ideas expressed by all who 
write for these pages?) 

Our first correspondent (March 3) 
who made the “one topic” charge is not 
a regular reader. He had seen the Feb- 
ruary 10 issue in the Race Relations Sea- 
son. Furthermore, he suggested a list 
of important topics, some of which were 
very much in the public eye in his area 
at that time. The others, while of con- 
cern and significance, are nevertheless 
not to be considered among the most 
crucial of our day. We could stress any 
or all of the ones he suggested and fail 
to confront the most significant chal- 
lenges of our time. Such a failure, for an 
organ of news and opinion, would be 
unforgivable. 

On the other hand, it should be easy 
to see that we have a great obligation: 
(1) to keep our readers informed about 
developments in this field and others of 
importance whether we agree with what 
is reported or not, and (2) to a cause 
of truth and justice, to support it as best 
we can. To fail in either direction would 
be tragic. Our readers, we hope, will 
never encourage us to seek the easy way 
of being inoffensive lest we draw down 
upon ourselves the consequences of an 
unpopular position. 


Request 


Please turn to page 15—‘Which 
Book ?”—and help us with what should 
be an interesting and gratifying collec- 
tion of book titles. 
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The Problem of Evil Has Two Ends 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“He must reign until he has put all 
his enemies under his feet.”—1 Cor. 
15:25. 


HE PROBLEM of evil, it is often 

said, remains a problem for the 
Christian, since Christian theology and 
philosophy have often tried without suc- 
cess to solve it. The Christian learns 
(we are often told) not why evil is, but 
how we are to meet it. 

This is true enough if we are think- 
ing about one end of the problem of evil, 
or one of the two problems of evil. For 
the problem of evil has two ends. The 
Christian has no answer for the first; he 
does have an answer for the other. One 
end of the problem, or one of the prob- 
lems, is this: How did evil get started? 
The other end of the problem is this: 
How is evil going to end? 

The problem of the origin of evil has 
been a frustrating one for Jews and 
Christians alike, mainly because we both 
believe (a) in one and only one God, 
(b) who is both totally good and almighty. 
There is no logical explanation known to 
thinkers which will explain how evil 
got a start under such a God. Of course, 
there have been attempts at explanation, 
some of them popular and famous, But 
on examination they all turn out to deny 
the reality of evil, or to deny the goodness 
and/or the omnipotence of God. In other 
words, the ‘‘answers” don’t play fair with 
the problem. 


HE PUZZLE could be solved very 

quickly on one single simple hypoth- 
esis: namely, that there are more gods 
than one. Polytheistic religions have no 
special trouble with the problem of evil. 
It was started by a wicked god, of course. 
But Jews and Christians would rather be 
left with an insoluble problem on their 
hands than to believe that the true God 
has a rival. Belief in Satan is, of course, 
no solution; for Satan is only a creature, 
no god, and the question still is, How 
can anything created by a good and om- 
nipotent God become evil? 

On the other hand, the other end of 
the problem is: How is evil going to be 
brought to an end, if ever it is? Poly- 
theistic religion has no light on this. 
Who can be sure that the bad gods will 
not always stay bad? What hope have 
we that the one good god will finally be 
victorious? Thus polytheistic systems 
characteristically look forward either to 
an endless struggle, or to endless cycles, 
renewal of conflict after victory, forever 
and ever. 

Only monotheistic faith has an answer 
for this end of the problem. Gop wILL 
Win! He will win, he must win, for 
he alone is God, there is none else. 


MARCH 31, 1958 





The creature will never overwhelm the 
Creator. Rebellion there may be, and 
why God does not put it down at once, 
or why he let it begin, we do not 
clearly know. But even if all the uni- 
verse conspired together against its 
Maker, by a breath of the same power by 
which he called it into being from the 
abyss, God could blast it from existence 
forever. (The problem of evil, as C. S. 
Lewis has pointed out, may not be so 
far-reaching after all. It is just possible 
that this one planet Earth is the one and 
only area in God’s creation where the 
red banner of rebellion flies against the 
Lord of All.) 


O, WE CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 

and any other monotheists have an 
answer to one end of the problem of evil; 
if we shifted to polytheism or some other 
form of pluralism, we would have an 
answer to the other end of the problem 
even though we lost the answer to this 
one. Is it a toss-up? If we get no better 
than a one-end answer to a two-ended 
question, no matter what we believe, is 
there any point in being monotheists? 
Are we any better off than idolators ? 

No, it is not a toss-up. That second 
end of the problem is far more important, 
practically, than the first. The polytheist 
or pluralist answer to the first end of the 
problem really carries with it the utmost 
pessimistic assurance about the second 
end: If it be true that a second, or other, 
god, originated evil, then the second end 
CANNOT be solved; we need a solution 
we cannot have, But the monotheistic 
answer to the second end of the problem, 
while it leaves the first end unsolved, 
leaves us also with the calm certainty that 
it NEED NOT be solved. However evil got 
here, its time is limited, its end is de- 
struction. 

Let us suppose you are in a sleeping 
bag with an angry rattlesnake. You have 
two problems: How did the rattler get 
in? and, Have I a chance of getting rid 


of him? Let us suppose that you dis- 
cover, standing outside your sleeping bag, 
two observers. One can tell you just how 
the snake got in, but he has no idea of 
how to get rid of it. The other can’t 
imagine how the snake got in there, but 
he has some definite and positive ideas 
on how to get him smashed. Which one 
of these advisers is going to help you 
more? 


OT ONLY is the possession of a 

clue to the second end of this prob- 
lem—the final outcome, more vitally im- 
portant, here and now and during all 
our tomorrows, than knowing the clue 
to the first—but having this second an- 
swer in our minds and hearts, we have 
a far better understanding of the nature 
of evil itself, than if we knew only the 
answer about the beginning of evil. The 
polytheists, or the pluralists, never can be 
quite sure that evil is evil. It is one way 
things are; it is the choice of some god 
or gods; and who are we to judge among 
the gods? In modern terms, evil can be 
described objectively, but the word “evil” 
means only, “I don’t like it.” Everything 
is relative and all you can say about the 
butterfly and the tiger, or about Jesus 
and Judas, is that they are different. It 
may be quite as logical to throw in one’s 
lot with “evil” as against it; for on the 
pluralist view it may be quite as essen- 
tial to the fabric of the universe as good 
is. 

But those who have a clue to the sec- 
ond end of the problem, know that evil 
is against the universe, against the true 
God, it is a cancer, it does not belong. 
It is the utmost folly to throw in one’s 
lot with it, it is total madness to speak 
of it with objective calm, as a reasonable 
alternative to the good. The pluralist 
again may fear evil, as something older 
than his god, and possibly destined to 
conquer all. But the man who puts his 
trust in the One God will not fear evil, 
though he shun it and struggle with it. 
For he knows that the power of evil, like 
its time, has limits. With his hand in 
God’s hand, he does not fear the fist of 
any devil. 
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NO PEEKING PLEASE, UNTIL YOU TRUE OR FALSE 
HAVE TAKEN THE TEST ON 12. True. 
PAGE 7 13. True. 
ANSWERS TO THE P. I. Q. QUIZ 14. False. Note especially the persecu- 


1-3—Since questions 1-3 are of a local tion of Protestants in Colombia, S. A. 
or synod nature, please supply these answers 





for yourself. The chairman should write the 15. True. 
answers in the space below before conducting 
the quiz. 16. False. 
la. Ib 17. False. This person serves as a friend 
and aide to young people as they prepare in 
le. ld advance for the fine tests given in the Pres- 





byterian Vocational Program. For more in- 





2a. eesesi« ws LULU —SCSéfcormaattiorn Or this program write Mr. Dallas 
3 Smith, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
18. False. 
4. Mrs. Leighton McCutchen. Mrs. Mc- 
Leod, formerly of the U. S. Board, is general 19. True. 


director of United Church Women. 20. False. Repeated efforts by THE Pres- 


5. Gifts and tithes only. For further in- | #YTERIAN OUTLOOK have not completely suc- 
formation on Assembly action on this subject ceeded in securing this information from all 
write THE OUTLOOK for “101 Ways vs. agencies for members-at-large. 

One Way.’ Enclose 5¢ and self-addressed 


stamped return envelope. 21. True. 

6a. 300 Ibs. of food. 6b. Thirteen times. 22. True. 
(Note: in the current year your $] through 2 | H —" F ly 
the Presbyterian Share-Our-Surplus program a. Tales. Tape Heme Gimp. 
will provide even more food: 400 Ibs. (Write 24. True. 


Board of World Missions, Nashville) 

25. True. The pastor is under the direc- 
7. Presbyterian Colleges. tion of Presbytery. (For further information 
; : on the relation of the minister to the congre- 
8. Presbyterian Church in the U. S. gation and officers in the Presbyterian 
9. Civil War, Church send 5¢ and a stamped and addressed 
return envelope for the “‘best-selling’’ pam- 
10. Five Boards: Annuities & Relief, phlet, ‘“The Minister in the Presbyterian 

Christian Education, Church Extension, Wom- Church” by W. L. Carson. 


’s Work, World Missi , 
ee senenn 26. False. They were Peter, Andrew, 
11. Both NCC and WCC. John and James. 








During the Lenten Season... 
READ and GIVE 
THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION BIBLE 


The Inspirational and accurate account of Jesus’ life, 
His crucifixion and resurrection, is timely reading dur- 






ing this Lenten season. Millions have turned to the 
easy-to-read Revised Standard Version Bible because 
it brings them a clearer understanding of the events, 
parables and teachings of the sacred Scriptures, 


The RSV Bible — written in the language of today — is ideal for personal 
use and makes an attractive gift for Easter, confirmations, graduations and 
weddings. Your friends will enjoy and treasure the RSV Bible published by 
Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER FROM 











My remittance is enclosed. 


ett a aaa sags anata aimee ~ 
‘ THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK | 
{ 1 North 6th Street Richmond 19, Virginia =| 
' Gentlemen: Please send me the following RSV Bibles: ; 
; —Maroon buckram (3800) —. ii C0 ! 
t ——Maroon buckram — with the words of Christ in red (3900) ___— 7.50 ; 
; —Biack genuine leather, gold edges (3807) ~~. tinea Ce 1 
i —~Biack genuine leather, gold edges — wii the “words of ; 
' Christ in red (3907) —— Pe fT } 
; — Black leatheroid, smaller edition, illustrated (2803) ques SO : 
; NAME 1 
i ADDRESS. ' 
: CITY. STATE 
} 1 
{ 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 


EXCELLENCE 
IS OUR 
AIM 


27. False. See Gen. 9:24-25. An exam- 
ination of this passage with the aid of any 
good commentary or Bible dictionary will 
make it clear that: The curse is pronounced 
by Noah, not by God; Noah was drunk at 
the time; the curse is pronounced on Canaan, 
and not on Ham; and the descendants of 
Canaan are the Canaanites—not Negroes (See 
Gen. 10:15-19). For further information on 
this general subject send $1 to THE OUTLOOK 
requesting Pamphlet Packet No. 5. 


28. True. This book is presented to young 
people in many churches. 


29. The General Assembly has designated 
the last full week in April as Church Paper 
Week. 


30. Correct answer is ‘‘Newspaper.’’ The 
Presbyterian Church has always valued its 
democratic freedom and representative form 
of government. For this reascn it has 
always insisted that channels of informa- 
tion be open for wide discussion through- 
out the church. The Church Papers, with- 
out official control, have provided this 
vehicle for free exchange across the church. 
Thus, while providing ways to record official 
actions and reflect the status quo, the church 
has always valued its right to discuss pend- 
ing actions in the church papers. THE PREs- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK’S ancestor papers go 
back to 1819 when The Missionary was es- 
tablished in Mt. Zion, Ga. Funds necessary 
for the operation of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK have come primarily from the people 
in the pews as they make their annual sub- 
scription. The paper is independent and is 
therefore not subsidized by any official body. 


31. The first is true; the others are false. 
Of these, only THE OUTLOOK is what the 
Assembly calls a ‘““church paper.” 





NOTE: To Chairman—After scor- 
ing is completed, please urge every 
member to fill out the subscription 
form at the bottom of the sheet, giv- 
ing you the coupon with name and 
address to be sent to THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK. If new subscribers 
don‘t have $1 with them, they may 
hand it to you the next Sunday (or, 
perhaps some loans can be arranged). 
At this low rate, money must accom- 
pany orders. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 N. Sixth Street Richmond 19, Va. 











Marshall Scott Woodson, President 
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THE Christian community is a sign in 

the world of the rule of God in Christ, 
but the sign has become indistinguish- 
able. It has no rough edges. It blends 
smoothly with its environment, it shades 
off into its background.—Danre T. 
NILEs. 


Peace College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 





At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian ... in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESLEY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
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Steere: Students Should 
Study a Year in Africa 
PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—College  stu- 
dents who want first-hand knowledge of 
a continent in transition and a cheaper 
college tuition than they pay in this 


Several African universities are ready 
to accept American students, he found. 
The term is from July to March, after 
which the student would have several 
months to travel through the country. 

The Quaker professor said he was par- 
ticularly impressed by the two-year-old 





country should go to Africa for a vear 
of study. 

The suggestion was made by Douglas 
Steere, Haverford College professor, who 
has just returned from his fourth tour of 
Africa, made under auspices of the 
American Friends Service Committee. 

Dr. Steere also suggested that teachers 
in Quaker schools and colleges consider 
teaching for a vear there. 


THIS SIMPLE PLAN 
SOLVES A GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how you can 
receive a safe, generous, and assured income for life 
by making a gift to Church Extension. Your gift 
purchases a regular annuity for you and, depending 
on your age, you may receive up to 7.4% per year in 
returns—regardless of prevailing business conditions. 
Payments to you are made semi-annually. The prin- 
cipal later goes to help in spreading Christianity 
throughout the South. Begin now. See how people 
with small or large incomes may enjoy this plan. 


University of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
at Salisbury, a government institution 
with a growing multi-racial, intercreedal 
student body. 

The University of Ghana, he said, 
recommended that a committee of Amer- 
ican educators serve to screen applicants. 
Universities at Johannesburg and Cape- 
town have already had students from 
America. 





Ask for 
FREE FOLDER 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


Write today to G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 





341-B-Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E. Atlanta 8, Ga. 





Africa, said Dr. Steere, “is in transi- 
tion and full of fresh and exciting de- 
velopments, that would be a rich experi- 
ence for American youth. There is being 
forged a way of life that has greater 
depth and meaning than the romantic 
view that is widely reported.” 


U. S. General Council 
Pays Patton Tribute 


In addition to its report to the General 
Assembly (OuTLoox, March 24) the 
Presbyterian, U. S., General Council paid 
tribute to 15 years of service by Execu- 
tive Secretary James G. Patton. 

It heard a report from a special com- 
mittee on reserves of Assembly’s boards 
and agencies. The committee, with Nat 
K. Reiney, chairman, is studying the fi- 
nancial reserves held by these agencies. 
It plans to complete its study by 1959. 

A. Walton Litz, of Little Rock, Ark., 
headed a committee making a study of 
church insurance. It recommended that 
no church plan be sponsored, but that 
churches be encouraged to secure ade- 
quate fire insurance. 

The Council approved a reorganiza- 
tion of the Plan Book committee and 
added additional members. 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 





¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. Ne 


DEPT. 38 SCRANTON 2. PA. 











NEED KNOWS NO AGE 
MERCY KNOWS NO BOUNDS 


Send Help Through Your Church 


Give To The 


EASTER OFFERING 


APRIL 6, 1958 
For Work Not Included in the Budget 


Administered by 


OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTER-CHURCH AID 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
BOX 330 - NASHVILLE, TENN. 


The “One Great Hour of Sharing” of The Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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God's People In Bondage 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for April 13, 1958 
Exodus 1; Printed Text 1:7-22 


Our lessons for the next quarter will 
be taken from the Old Testament, be- 
ginning with the book of Exodus; they 
follow a series of Studies in Genesis 
given in April-June, 1957. 

The close of Genesis tells us how the 
aged Jacob came into Egypt on the invi- 
tation of Joseph, bringing with him his 
sons and his grandsons, seventy souls in 
all. Four and a half centuries later, 
according to the Exodus account, there 
were over two million Israelites in Egypt 
(12:37; 40, 41). As the writer says, 
“The children of Israel were fruitful, 
and increased abundantly, and multi- 
plied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and 
the land was filled with them.” 


1. The Occasion of the Oppression 

Under such circumstances there arose 
a new king over Egypt, who knew not 
Joseph. The last expression does not 
mean that the ruling monarch had never 
heard of Joseph, but he acknowledged no 
indebtedness to Joseph, and recognized 
no obligation to Joseph’s kinsmen. 

The ruler referred to is almost cer- 
tainly the representative of a new dy- 
nasty, indicating a real revolution in the 
political life of Egypt. For several hun- 
dred years Egypt had been governed by 
an alien dynasty, called the Hyksos or 
Shepherd Kings. Aided by a new mili- 
tary weapon, the horse-drawn chariot, 
these Asian warriors invaded Egypt at 
about 1710 B.C. and overthrew the native 
tulers. More than a thousand years later 
an Egyptian historian recalled the hor- 
rors of this invasion: 

In the reign of Tutimaeus, “for what 
cause I know not, a blast of God smote 
us; and unexpectedly, from the regions of 
the East, invaders of an obscure race 
marched in confidence of victory against 
our land. By main force they easily seized 
it without striking a blow; and having 
overpowered the rulers of the land, they 
then burned our cities ruthlessly, razed to 
the ground the temples of the gods, and 
a all the natives with a cruel hos- 

For a century and a half the Hyksos 
dominated Egypt. Under their rule a 
powerful empire was established, that 
included for a time both Palestine and 
Syria. 

It was under the reign of one of the 
latter Hyksos kings probably that Jo- 
seph rose to prominence, and that a little 
later Jacob and his sons came to settle 
in the Delta area (Goshen). Since they 
too like the Hyksos were Asiatics there 
was here no insuperable obstacle of race. 

Shortly after 1600 B.C., however, an 
Egyptian revolution broke out. At about 
1570 B.C., Ahmose I, the founder of the 
brilliant 18th dynasty, overthrew the 
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hated foreign regime (B. W. Anderson: 
Understanding the Old Testament). 
There were thirteen kings in this dynasty. 
Then came the 19th dynasty, established 
by Rameses I. He was soon followed by 
his son Seti, who made new conquests in 
Palestine and Syria, and began the re- 
construction of the old Hyksos capital 
Avaris. This project was continued by 
his son, Rameses II (1290-1224 B. C.), 
who renamed the capital “House of 
Rameses,” (the Rameses of Ex. 1:11). 
Rameses II, the Pharaoh of the oppres- 
sion, was one of Egypt’s greatest kings. 
He reigned 67 years, made many con- 
quests, and left behind him great pub- 
lic works, palaces, monuments, and even 
cities which he had caused to be built. 
Building indeed came to be his greatest 
passion. 

Many of the Semites had been driven 
out or liquidated when the Hyksos kings 
were ousted, but others, including the 
Hebrews, had been allowed to remain 
as a source of labor for the Pharaohs 
and their ambitious projects. According 
to Egyptian documents which have been 
preserved they conscripted the service of 
‘Apiru’ (Habiru or Hebrews), a term 
which would include the Israelites, who 
looked back to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob as their ancestors. 


But Rameses II, or one of the earlier 
kings who inaugurated the policy that 
Rameses later developed, became alarmed 
over the rapid increase of the Israelites. 
He was troubled because they were 
settled in the northeast of Egypt, a fron- 
tier district peculiarly liable to invasion 
and frequently threatened by the Syrian 
and Arabian nomads and also bv the 
Hittites, Babylonians, and Assyrians. In 
language, features, costume and partly 
also in habits, the Israelites resembled 
some of these enemies of Egypt and were 
regarded by the Egyptians as their natu- 
ral allies. Rameses feared then lest the 
Israelites make common cause with 
Egypt’s enemies and perhaps end by 
withdrawing from the land. This last 
clause is important, for it indicates that 
Pharaoh’s policy had a twofold object: 
(1) military security, and (2) industrial 
or economic gain. He wished to con- 
tinue the economic exploitation of the 
Israelites without risking either the polit- 
ical security of the nation or its cultural 
integrity. 

Under the circumstances it seemed 
wise to Pharaoh to follow a policy which 
would decrease the number of the Is- 
raelites, break the spirit of the remainder, 
and at the same time utilize their not 
itconsiderable manpower. 


Il. Nature of the Oppression, 
1:11-22 


To accomplish the ends that he had in 
mind Pharaoh adopted three successive 
measures: 


1. The people were reduced to slavery, 
1:11-14. As George Rawlinson has writ- 
ten: 


“The first step was to deprive them of 
their freedom. This sovereign of Egypt, 
an irresponsible despot, absolute master 
of the lives and liberties of all his sub- 
jects, had full power to reduce at any 
time any individual among them, or any 
class among them, to the slave condition. 
The pyramid builders had done this on 
a large scale in the days of old. The 
Pharaoh, who at the time of which we are 
speaking, occupied the throne, made pub- 
lic slaves of the Israelites. Without per- 
haps any proclamation of their change of 
status, he practically established it by 
sending his agents into the districts 
which they inhabited and impressing into 
his service as forced laborers all the 
males of full age who were not incapaci- 
tated by infirmity or sickness. The main 
employment which he assigned to them 
was in connection with his buildings. He 
was a builder of cities, especially of store 
cities, or magazine cities, and needed for 
their construction a constant supply of 
bricks. All the outer enclosures of cities, 
or temples, and of tombs, all the houses, 
all the walls of magazines and of public 
buildings generally except temples and 
palaces were built of this material: even 
the mounds upon which cities were or- 
dinarily emplaced, to raise them above 
the level of the inundation, were of the 
same substance. The Israelites were taken 
from their free trade of shepherds, lazily 
tending their flocks and herds in the open 
pastures of Goshen, to the close confine- 
ment of the brick-field, where under task- 
masters who had exacted from them a cer- 
tain fixed quantity of work they dug the 
stiff clay, mixed and kneaded it with 
hands or feet, shaped it carefully in the 
proper form by means of a mould and at 
the end of the day produced their tale of 
bricks before the taskmaster. The labor 
was heavy and incessant, carried on under 
a hot sun, continued from morning to 
night, and performed under fear of the 
rod, which was at once freely applied to 
the back and shoulders of anyone who 
was thought to be insufficiently exerting 
himself.”” (Moses, His Life and Times, 
published by Fleming H. Revell Co.) 


Another task to which they were set 
was “service in the field,” probably such 
as we still see along the banks of the 
Nile, where the peasants, naked under 
the burning sun, work through the day 
like pieces of machinery in drawing 
water from the level of the river for the 
irrigation of the fields above. 


For this purpose, the ancient laborer 
used a pole, with a skin bag on one end 
and a stone on the other, so balanced 
that he had to stoop down to get the bag 
into the water every time he filled it. 
In the dry season the work was carried 
on for twenty-four hours a day. It was 
an exhausting task for long hours under 
brutal taskmasters. This service in the 
fields also included, no doubt, the con- 
struction of irrigation canals and em- 
bankments. With what rigor the system 


13 








of forced labor was employed may be 
judged from the fact, recorded by Herod- 
otus, that 120,000 workmen lost. their 
lives in the construction of a canal con- 
ducting the Nile and the Red Sea in the 
time of Pharaoh-Necho. In more recent 
times Mohammed Ali’s canal from the 
Nile to Alexandria cost 20,000 lives. 

The service was made _ purposely 
harder than it need have been, since the 
object was to break down the people 
morally and physically, to exhaust their 
vital power and so to shorten their lives 
—the same sort of policy that we have 
seen employed recently, first in Nazi 
Germany, and then behind the Iron Cur- 
tain. 

“The Egyptians made the children of 
Israel to serve with rigor and they made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage, in 
mortar and brick, and in all manner of 
service in the field; all their service 
wherein they made them serve was with 
vigor.” 

2. The midwives were ordered to slay 
the male children (2:15-21). When 
Pharaoh saw that his first plan was not 
successful in decreasing the number of 
the Israelites, he ordered two of the 
midwives, perhaps the two chief super- 
intendents, to slay all the male children 
that were born. The midwives pretended 
to obey, but persisted in disobeying 
Pharaoh’s order. 

Comments J. Edgar Parks in The In- 
terpreter’s Bible: 

“Before 1914 a preacher might have 
commented complacently enough on the 
words, ‘If it is a son, you shall kill him,’ 
as showing that human nature does make 
progress, pointing out that such brutality 
is impossible in days like these. But we 
have lived to see history repeat itself, 
and these and other such horrors recur. 
A false creed can be used to ‘justify’ any 
brutality. ‘We have to get rid of these 
people if the master race is to have its 
place in the sun.” 

Fortunately however there is a limit 
beyond which even the most subservient 
human nature will not go. The midwives 
could not bring themselves to carry out 
the cruel instructions which had been 
given them. The writer calls their hu- 
manness the fear of God, an expression, 
that is, of true religion. The phrase sug- 
gests that God has revealed himself to 
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some extent to all peoples. The con- 
science that would not permit the mid- 
wives to act was indeed a fear of God, 
even though their knowledge of God was 
very imperfect and inadequate. 

3. The people were charged by Pha- 
raoh to assist the government in its in- 
human policy. They were told to cast 
every boy that was born to the Israelites 
into the river, but to save the girls alive. 

“Perhaps he represented the cruel re- 
quirement as given by the command of 
the Nile god who needed to be propitiated 
by human sacrifices; perhaps he found 
some other method of justifying himself. 
At any rate the order went forth and was 
doubtless acted upon, though perhaps not 
very generally. The Egyptians had no 
quarrel with their Hebrew neighbors, and 
would not care to act as executioners: but 
government officials would be employed 
to see the king’s orders carried out, and 
no doubt for several years many thou- 
sands of innocent lives were sacrificed.” 


lll. The Effect of the Oppression 
Through the blessing of God, the num- 
ber of the children of Israel continued 
to increase, but their spirit, as we shall 
see later, was very thoroughly broken. 
In Exodus 2:23 we read, “And it came 
to pass in the course of those many days 
that the king of Egypt died, and the 
children of Israel sighed by reason of the 
bondage, and their cry came up unto 
God by reason of their bondage.” It 
must have seemed to the unfortunate 
people that their cause was hopeless—no 
human deliverer was in sight. Egypt was 
the mightiest world power, and under 
totalitarian control: and the God whom 
their fathers had trusted seemed unre- 
sponsive. But the writer of Exodus as- 
sures us that “God heard their groaning 
and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And God 
saw the children of Israel and God took 
knowledge of them.” We shall see to 
what this led in subsequent lessons. 
Meanwhile we consider the significance 
of this experience for our present day. 


The Lesson Applied 

1. The Would-Be Master Race. Here 
in Exodus, writes J. Edgar Park in The 
Interpreter’s Bible: 

“We find the Egyptians faced with the 
same problem which has worried many 


a national leader since. It is the eternal 
joke which unconscious biology plays at 
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the expense of conscious culture. The 
‘other people’ are increasing faster than 
we are! The Germanic peoples multiplieg 
faster than the French, the Slavs faster 
than any of them, the Japanese faster 
than the Europeans. We are always un- 
der the threat of having ‘others’ in the 
words of the text, become too many and 
too mighty to suit our convenience. . , 

The biological problem is as great a mys. 
tery to us as it was to this new Pharaoh. 
He found that these despised people were 
increasing more rapidly than the master 
race. And so he afflicted them. But, as 
often happens, the more they are op. 
pressed, the more they multiplied. ... 

“People sometimes say that the only 
lesson learned from history is that it does 
not teach any lesson. It does seem to be 
generally true, however, that within cer- 
tain limits hard times are apt to breed 
a stronger people than easy times; and 
that as difficulty tends to develop stamina 
so prosperity tends to result in degenera- 
tion. When the pursuit of happiness is 
regarded as synonymous with the pursuit 
of comfort, the population begins to 
dwindle and discontent looks out of the 
eyes of the people. The Israelites of Egypt 
did not find life easy; but they became 
‘too many and too mighty’ for their mas- 
ters.” 

2. Did Pharaoh Deal “Wisely” with 
the Children of Israel? Judged by mod- 
ern standards, the standards of power 
politics, in which national policy is dic- 
tated by national interests, and in which 
the lives and happiness of subject people 
are little considered, there was much to 
justify his general procedure. But it was 
not really the wisest policy, judged even 
by worldly standards. As it turned out, 
the Hebrews were disaffected, the Egyp- 
tians lost the manpower which their labor 
represented, and the nation passed 
through a severe internal crisis, in which 
they were plagued by one calamity after 
another. It would have been better, far 
better, and far wiser, if Pharaoh had 
treated the Israelites so fairly, so gen- 
erously that they would have been con- 
tent to remain in Egypt and contribute 
voluntarily to its prosperity and hap- 
piness. 

3. Are There Parallels to the “Op- 
pression” in Modern Times? We find 
the closest parallels in Nazi Germany 
(particularly in their attempt to liquidate 
the Jewish race) and now in lands con- 
trolled by Russia. But there have been 
and are parallels in many other lands. 
Again and again the powers that be 
have attempted to deal wisely with un- 
popular minorities by denying them the 
full rights of citizenship. It is unfor- 
tunate that generations of Christians 
have read the story of the oppression in 
Egypt and never once thought of the in- 
justices suffered by minorities in their 
own land, or by the great mass of the 
people in less favored lands. No govern- 
ment is acting wisely if it oppresses any 
portion of its people, and the United 
States is not wise if it lends support to 
such oppressive regimes. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the a 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


Book club selections include: 

Religious BC (Apr.)—The Witness- 
ing Community, Suzanne de Dietrich, 
Westminster Press. 

Pastoral Psychology BC (Apr.)—Out 
of Wedlock, Leontine Young. McGraw- 
Hill. 

Pulpit BC (Apr.)—A Companion to 
the Bible, J.-J. Von Allmen, editor, Ox- 
ford. 


Which Book? 


Many people will tell you that a good 
book chanced upon or given them worked 
a transformation in their lives. Here is 
a prominent physician who did a com- 
plete about-face because he read Thomas 
Kelly’s A Testament of Devotion. A 
young woman says her understanding of 
religion came to a new level of interest 
because of Phillips’ Your God Is too 
Small. 

Write us a note, won't you, telling 
about some book that has had life-chang- 
ing power in your life or some other. 


* * af 


IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. By Ste- 
phen F. Bayne. Harper & Bros., New York. 
150 pp., $2.00. 

Bishop Bayne has written what many 
will regard to be the best in a distin- 
guished series of books for Lenten devo- 
tions. The writers of devotional mate- 
rial seem to be beset by the diverse 
dangers of maudlin sentimentality and 
arid intellectualism. Happy is he who 
warms the heart, stirs the imagination, 
stretches the muscles of the mind, and 
summons his readers to increased devo- 
tion, This is what Bishop Bayne does 
in this little book. 

The author has selected eight events 
or scenes from the life of Jesus, and these 
become the basis of eight devotional 
studies. These are treated in such a 
fashion as to lead the reader into a deeper 
appreciation of the gospel, and a greater 
awareness of the role of the disciples. 
While the reader is enjoined to read 
them “as prayer and not preaching,” 
these studies are biblical preaching at its 
best. This is not to say that prayer and 
preaching are the same. But both are 
concerned to hear an eternal word. 
Whether these are to be regarded pri- 
marily as prayer or as preaching, the 
note of things eternal is sounded against 
the background of a profound under- 
standing of life. 

The book is clearly written. Theology 
is made “almost as warm and immediate 
as politics and baseball.” The study is 
beautifully economical, without super- 
fluous words or sentences. It is studded 
with flashing insights. Surely nowhere 
else will two dollars purchase so much 
treasure. 


Charlotte, N. C. 
MARCH 31, 1958 
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WARNER L. HALL. 
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The Primacy of Worship. Von Ogden 
Vogt. Beacon Press, Boston. $5. 

The Supplementary Bible. William Bar- 
rett Millard, Editor. Vantage Press. N. Y. 
$5. 

Human Relationships. Eleanor Bertine. 
Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., N. Y. $4.50. 

Camping Together as Christians. John 
and Ruth Ensign. John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond, Va. $2.95. 

Unitarian Christianity & Other Essays. 
William Elery Channing. Liberal Arts 
Press, N. Y. 80¢, paper. 

Finding God in the Redemptive Fellow- 
ship. D. Elton Trueblood. Upper Room, 
Nashville, Tenn. 15¢. paper. 

The Bible Cook Book. Marian Maeve 
O’Brien. hatnmnnad Press, St. Louis. $3.95. 











Can faith really heal? 


“Yes!” says Rev. Don Gross, who has seen it perform miracles 
in his own church. In this inspiring book he documents 
numerous case histories (and their theological background) 
to demonstrate the effectiveness of spiritual healing as it is 
already practiced by one out of three ministers. 


By DON H. GROSS Fas 


The Silk-Cotton Tree. Esther S. Warner. 
Doubleday & Co., Inc., N. Y. $3.75. 

What the Bible Says. Compiled by Frank 
S. Mead. Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J. $1.95. 


REFLECTION BOOKS 

The Bible When You Need it Most. T. 
Otto Nall, Editor. Association Press, N. Y. 
50¢, paper. 

Modern Man Looks at the Bible. William 
Neil. Association Press, N. Y. 50¢, paper. 

Denominations—How We Got Them. 
Stanley I. Stuber. Association Press, N. Y. 
50¢, paper. 

Questions and Answers on Religion. 
Jack Finegan. Association Press, N. Y. 
50¢, paper. 

Ten Makers of Modern Protestant 
Thought. George L. Hunt, Editor. Asso- 
ciation Press, N. Y 60¢, paper. 

Religion and Health. Simon Doniger. 
Editor. Association Press, N. Y. 50¢, paper. 
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Bible reading and prayer, encouraged regularly through The Upper Room, 
are given special emphasis in the May-June Lay Witness Number, written 


by laymen from all around the world. 


The experiences of these Christian men and women, as told in their own 
words, illustrate the meaning and value of the Scripture passages, the 
prayers, the meditations and the thoughts - for - the - day which compose 


each day’s devotional. 
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arranged. 


Order NOW. 


Consignment orders 


Individual subscriptions, $1.00 per year, three years 


$2.00. Air Mail Edition for young people and service men, same price, 


Cys Uyorr Room 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
36 Editions — 29 Languages 


- 1908 GRAND AVENUE 


NASHVILLE 5, TENNESSEE 
15 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Robert E. Merrell from Wade, N. C., to 
2055 N. W. 132nd St., Miami 68, Fla., serv- 
ing the Alta Vista church. 

Eugene P. Poe, who has been associate 
minister of the South Highland Church, 
Birmingham, Ala., has become pastor of 
that church. 

William E. Hammond, formerly of Tal- 
ladega, Ala., has been installed as pastor 
of the Forsyth, Ga., church. 

Robert S. Woodson, from Yazoo City, 
Miss., to 3011 Providence Rd., Charlotte 
7, N. C. 

J. A. Boyd, from Whitsett, N. C., to 
Rt. 1, Abingdon, Va., where he is pastor 
of the Green Spring and Cleveland 
churches. 

James |. McCord, on sabbatical leave 
from the faculty of Austin Seminary, is 
at 7 Avenue Wendt, Geneva, Switzerland. 

Alexander J. McKelway, 5th, who has 
been studying in Basle, Switzerland, on a 
fellowship from Princeton Seminary, has 
become the first full-time minister of the 
newly organized Community Church in 
Vienna, Austria. He will also continue 
his studies under Karl Barth. 

J. Boyce Nelson has resigned as pastor 
of the Tattnall Square church, Macon, 
Ga., effective April 7, and is moving to 
Arkansas, where he expects to do some 
writing. He is author of the recent book, 
“Papa Remembers Me,” published by 
Vantage Press, New York. 


Presbyterian, U.P.-USA 

Andrew E. Kurth, from Summit, N. J., 
to 2067 Greenbriar, Springfield, II. 

Carl A. Grondorf, from Rantoul, Kans., 
to Box 387, Coldwater, Kans. 

Henry Meredith, from Silver City, New 
Mex., to Box 693, Ft. Bayard, New Mex. 

Lincoln T. Griswold, from Fairton, N. 
J., to 41 Ardmore Ave., Lansdowne, Pa., 
April 5. 

Erven C. Lee, from Phillips, Wisc., to 
204 E. 1st St., Merrill, Wisc. 

George H. Scherer, from La Quinta, 
Calif., to Box 144, Duarte, Calif. 

D. Evor Roberts, from Fayetteville, N. 
Y., to Swarthmore, Pa. 

Resignations: Robert S. Little, Olivet 
church, Troy, N. Y.; Samuel Colman, 
Sodus, N. Y. 

Robert A. Olsen, from Oregon, IIl., to 
associate pastor, Lafayette Ave. church, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


NO GREATER 


privilege 

exists than that of 

serving God through 

the example of leader- 
ship. Share with us 

the privilege of training 
our youth for service and 
leadership. Make your con- 
tribution, large or small, 

to Stillman College, P. O. 
Drawer 483, Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
an act of worship, 

an act of LOVE. 
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Paul T. Bahner, from Easthampton, 
N. Y., to Deer Park, N. Y. 

Retiring: Edward |. Campbell, Pleasant- 
ville, N. Y.; Ladislaus Harsanyi, Magyar 
church, New York. 

Everett D. Gray, from Staatsburg, N. 
Y., to Hudson, N. Y. 

William J. Erdmann, from South 
Orange, N. J., to Saranac Lake, N. Y. 

Richard R. Northrup, from Rochester, 
N. Y., to Second church, Auburn, N. Y. 

Thomas J. Denier, from Brooklyn, N. Y., 
to Bonner Memorial church, Endicott, 
N. Y. 

Luther S. Cross, from Arkport, N. Y., 
to Romulus, N. Y. 

James H. Bishop, formerly of Newark, 
Del., has begun his new work in the 
Frankford-Ocean View, Del., field. 

Robert M. Russell, Jr., Wilmington, 
Del., is to become director of the West- 
minster Foundation at Yale University, 
New Haven, Conn. 

John H. P. Strome, formerly of Berlin, 
Md., has become director of the North 
Tioga Larger Parish in Northumberland 
Presbytery, Pa. 

Charles H. Davis, Carlyle, Pa., will be- 
come pastor of the First church, Newark, 
Del., April 13. 

Philip K. Foster, Bradenton, Fla., on 
June 1 will begin efforts toward organiza- 
tion of a new church in Easton, Md. 


I. M. C. 

James K. Mathews, Methodist missions 
executive, who was recently elected gen- 
eral secretary of the International Mis- 
sionary Council to succeed Charles Ran- 
son, has declined the post. Dr. Ranson 
is to be director of the IMC’s Theological 
Education Fund. 


RECREATION 

Thomas Sproule, associate minister 
First church, Asheville, N. C., was recent- 
ly named chairman of the Religious 
Organizations section of the Southern 


District of the American Associaiion for 
Health, Physical Education and Recreg 
tion. William Strunk, of Idlewild chu 
Memphis, is the chairman elect and 
Ruthie Carroll, of the University of Ten 
nessee faculty, is secretary. 


OAKLAND SERVICES 


Dunbar H. Ogden, Jr., Central church, 
Little Rock, Ark., and president of the 
City Ministers’ Association, will lead 
Holy Week services in Oakland, Calif, 
under auspices of the Oakland Counefj 
of Churches. 


TRAVEL 


Janie W. McGaughey, former executive 
secretary of Presbyterian, U. S., Women’g 
Work, and Charlotte Persinger, DCE ig 
Westminster church, Nashville, Tenn., are 
touring Europe and the Holy Land. Mem- 
bers of the Board of Women’s Work made 
arrangements for the trip for Miss Me 
Gaughey when she retired in 1956. 


MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 

From Japan: The Paul V. Oltmans, 
Room 222, 228 McAllister St., San Fran- 
cisco 2, Calif. 

From Mexico: The Albert A. Ridder 
ings, Rt. 1, Charles City, Iowa. 

From Thailand: Vida F. Rumbaugh, 
1005 Lincoln Ave., Dubuque, Iowa. 

From West Africa: The J. L. Perrets, 
John Knox House, Rue Calas 14, Geneva, 
Switzerland. 


R. E. W. SPEAKERS 

C. Ellis Nelson, Union Seminary, N. Y., 
was the recent speaker for the spring 
program of Religious Evaluation at South- 
western at Memphis. 

At Inter-American University, San Ger- 
man, Puerto Rico, recent Religious Em- 
phasis Week speakers were: Merle S&S. 
Irwin, First Church, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; 
Alan G. Gripe, First Church, Westfield, 
N. Y., and Mrs. Gripe. 





JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1958 


Long record of distinguished service to church and nation. Thorough 


training for life from a definitely Christian viewpoint. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 


Separate Campuses ..... 
for women and men students but most classes and social func-, 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fine facilities. 
Send for illustrated booklet 
Thomas A. Spragens, President 


Danville, Ky. 








Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 


letics. Dormitories. 
Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. 





KING COLLEGE 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 

accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. i 
(1) Cempetitive, (2) Academic, | 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. 


Founded 1867 | 


Fully 


Sixty-acre campus. Ath- 


Summer session. Board, room, and tuition $895. 


T. L. LISTON, President. Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 


Educational 


excellence for our 


most valuable asset—our youth. 
Summer School. College Credit Holy Land Tour, 1958 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


Maxton, North Carolina 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOB 





